FOREWORD


This edition of the World Health Organization (WHO) Laboratory Biosafety Principles & Practices:  An Instructor’s Guide for Biosafety Training has been updated and reformatted to complement the 2004 WHO Laboratory Biosafety Manual, 3rd Edition.  It is based on the original 1983 guide for biosafety training, prepared for the WHO by the Division of Safety, National Institutes of Health located in Bethesda, Maryland, U.S.A.  The Division is a WHO Collaborating Centre for Applied Biosafety Programmes and Research and Training.


The WHO Biosafety Advisory Group has advised that good laboratory practice and technique provide the greatest contribution to laboratory safety.  They also recommend that appropriate training programmes be instituted at regional and local levels for biosafety trainers and laboratory workers at all levels.  This Instructor’s Guide for Biosafety Training is made available to assist in meeting these recommendations.


The WHO is most grateful to the Division of Occupational Health and Safety, NIH, for sponsoring the development of the original guide for biosafety training and for leading the effort to produce this new edition.
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